The effect of several viper venoms on prothrombin Padua.
The effect of four viper venoms (Oxyuranus scutellatus, Notechis scutatus scutatus, Echis carinatus, Naja nigricollis) on prothrombin Padua has been studied. Using Oxyuranus scutellatus venom and Notechis scutatus scutatus venom, prothrombin activity resulted to be moderately decreased similarly to what observed with other one-stage and two-stage methods. On the contrary, using Echis carinatus venom a normal level was obtained. No clotting was observed using the Naja nigricollis venom, regardless of the concentration used. The normal level of factor II obtained with Echis carinatus venom as compared with the low levels obtained with the other venoms, suggests that it acts on a different site of the prothrombin molecule.